
Do You Have a Pen 

The professor, a real professor named Dr. Brian Sayers, stood at the front of the class 
behind a podium. He looked over the students and asked one of the students – who was 
sitting in the middle of the room on the aisle – if he had a pen.  

“Yes,” the student answered.  
“Is it a very valuable or sentimental pen to you,” the professor asked. 
“No, not really,” the student answered.  
“Would you please drop it on the carpet then,” the professor asked.  
The student dropped the pen on the carpeted floor.  
The professor said “thank you, you can pick it up now.”  
Then the professor looked over the whole class and asked “did he have to drop the pen?” 
 
Thus began my thinking about free will. 
 
Lately I’ve considered the idea of free will versus cause and effect and the idea of chance.  
 
Generally this is considered under the topic of free will vs determinism.  
 
I found an introductory article about this entitled The Science of Free Will: Are Choices 
Truly Yours? 
at this link: https://www.sciencenewstoday.org/the-science-of-free-will-are-choices-truly-
yours, retrieved on 12/31/2025. 
 
I like the way Albert Einstein put his belief in free will, according to the above article: 
“writing that while he believed in determinism, he still felt compelled to live as though he 
had freedom.” 
 
More fully, Einstein stated his position in an interview quoted here: 
 
“I am a determinist. As such, I do not believe in free will. The Jews believe in free will. They 
believe that man shapes his own life. I reject that doctrine philosophically. In that respect I 
am not a Jew… I believe with Schopenhauer: We can do what we wish, but we can only wish 
what we must. Practically, I am, nevertheless, compelled to act is if freedom of the will 
existed. If I wish to live in a civilized community, I must act as if man is a responsible being. 
"I claim credit for nothing. Everything is determined, the beginning as well as the end, by 
forces over which we have no control. It is determined for the insect as well as for the star. 
Human being, vegetables or cosmic dust, we all dance to an invisible tune, intoned in the 
distance by a mysterious player. 
"I am enough of an artist to draw freely from the imagination. Imagination is more important 
than knowledge. Knowledge is limited. Imagination encircles the world."--Albert Einstein, 
from an interview, in 1929, with George Sylvester Viereck. Source: 
https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/11572293-i-am-a-determinist-as-such-i-do-not-
believe; retrieved on 12/31/2025.  
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